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Western New York Chapter of the Episcopal Peace Fellowship
Draft, 11 Mar 2007 (revised based upon meeting discussion, 27 Feb, and comments on the draft of 1 Mar)
The members of the chapter, mindful of the EPF Commitment we affirmed upon joining and of our baptismal vow to “strive for justice and peace among all people” (BCP p. 305), believe that we are corporately called to work for peace, and for the justice without which peace will not be attained or will be false and oppressive.  We will, with God’s help:

1.
Transform ourselves personally,


a.
deepening our commitment to peace-making, our understanding of how our faith bears on peace concerns, our appreciation for how injustice imperils peace, and our knowledge of the contemporary world and the challenges to peace it presents; 


b.
seeking to become better peace-makers and justice-seekers not only in the wider world but also in our personal lives; and


c.
building a chapter that has shared faith commitments, a vital prayer life, organizational capacity, and relationships, so that we can manifest our commitments and work effectively for practical, peaceful ends.

2.
Affect the church,


a.
challenging and encouraging the church to carry out its mission to “promote justice, peace, and love” (BCP p. 855), not only through the Chapter’s own work and witness, but also by bringing peace and related justice concerns to the attention of church members, parishes, deaneries, and dioceses in our region, advancing our understanding of the church as having peace and justice as an essential theological, liturgical, and ecclesiological focus; and

b.
bringing awareness of the church and its peace work to those outside it.

3.
Affect the world,


a.
advocating and organizing, in consort with people in and outside the church, in our region and around the country, to bring about public policy decisions, on the issues of our day, that in our judgment will contribute to peace with justice;


b.
contributing to the development of awareness and movements among Americans, especially in Western New York, that will support long-term changes toward a U.S. foreign and military policy that advances peace and worldwide justice; and


c.
supporting and participating in work in our local communities that fosters a reduction in violence and better resolution of conflicts.




